
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Passing away from the Human World  
(Manussa Chuthi Suttas) 

 

The Blessed One took up a little bit of soil in his finger nail and 

addressed the bhikkus thus, 

 

“What do you think, bhikkus, which is more: the little bit of soil on my finger nail or the great 

earth?” 

 

“Venerable Sir, the great earth is more. The little bit of soil that the Blessed 

One has taken up on his fingernail is trifling. Compared to the great earth,   

the little bit of soil that the Blessed One has taken up on his finger nail is not 

calculable, does not bear comparison, does not amount even to a fraction.” 

 

“So too, bhikkus, those beings are numerous who, when they pass away 

from human world, are reborn in hell...in the animal realm...in the domain of 

ghosts...” 

   

     

 

 

 

 

Passing away from the Human World 
 

The Blessed One took up a little bit of soil in his finger nail and addressed the bhikkus thus, 

 

“What do you think, bhikkus, which is more: the little bit of soil on my finger nail or the 

great earth?” 

 

“Venerable Sir, the great earth is more. The little bit of soil that the Blessed One has 

taken up on his fingernail is trifling. Compared to the great earth, the little bit of soil 

that the Blessed One has taken up on his finger nail is not calculable, does not bear 

comparison, does not amount even to a fraction.” 

 

“So too, bhikkus, those beings are few who, when they 

pass away from human world, are reborn among the 

human world and devas...” 

 

  

 

 

 

  



 

Passing away from Hell 

“…So too, bhikkus, those beings are numerous who, 

when they pass away from hell, are reborn in hell...in the 

animal realm...in the domain of ghosts...”  

Passing away from Hell 

“…So too, bhikkus, those beings are few who, when 

they pass away from hell, are reborn among devas 

and human beings.”  

 

Passing Away from the Animal Realm 

 

“…So too, bhikkus, those beings are few who, when they pass 

away from the animal realm, are reborn among human beings. 

But those beings are more numerous who, when they pass away 

from the animal realm, are reborn in hell...in the animal realm...in 

the domain of ghosts...” 

Passing Away from the Animal Realm 

“…So too, bhikkus, those beings are few who, when they pass away from the animal realm, are 

reborn among devas. But those beings are more numerous who, when they pass away from the 

animal realm, are reborn in hell...in the animal realm...in the domain of ghosts...” 

 

Passing Away from the Domain of Ghosts 

“…So too, bhikkus, those beings are few who, when 

they pass away from the domain of ghosts, are 

reborn among human beings. But those beings are 

more numerous who, when they pass away from the 

domain of ghosts, are reborn in hell...in the animal 

realm...in the domain of ghosts...” 

Passing Away from the Domain of Ghosts 

“…So too, bhikkus, those beings are few who, when they pass away from the domain 

of ghosts, are reborn among devas. But those beings are more numerous who, when 

they pass away from the domain of ghosts, are reborn in hell...in the animal realm...in 

the domain of ghosts...” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


